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No MUSTS- One DARK HORSE 
ne 4 
Walker, David Houghton, Mifflin 
‘y THE PILLAR $3.00 


* A superb story of a German P.0O.W. camp, and of successive, almost successful, 
attempts to escape - a story in which each one of the six men thrown into intimate and 
at times unbearable eloseness comes to life as an individual, this is a natural for the 
audience that was enthralled by Erie Williams’ The Wooden Horse. Walker once again 
proves himself a consummate artist, one difficult tocpigeonhole.. The Storm and the 
Silence("49) was closer in mood and pace to The Pillar than was Geordie ('50). All 
three show his gift of penetrating analysis, but this latest book is a larger canvas, 
a more ambitious project. The men, Britishers, captured early in the war, afford a 
eross section of the British army, from Busty, soldier of fortune with none too savory 
a reputation, but with an uneanny facility in winning the loyalty of men from varying 
baekgrounds, to Mark, tradition.bound to a long line of regular army men of distine- 
tion, and to Adrian, whose unfitness for an army role makes him seem effeminate and 
remote. Mark was the spearhead of ingenious escapes- again and again on the verge of 
accomplishment, again and again brought baek to the hated imprisonment. But in their 
individual ways, each of the men made his contribution, and through flashbacks, their 
backgrounds and the factors that made them what they were, beeome integral to the over- 
all pieture. A first rate yarn, and a vigorous picture of life in a P.0O.W. camp. 


A Few For Special Notice 


For sales- no matter what we think- there's a new Rosamond Marshall, JANE HADDEN 
(Prentice-Hall); there's a sizable assortment of good names— but not such good 
books; there's one dark horse which will need special and individual attention, but 
is worth it- Truman Nelson's THE SIN OF THE PROPHET (Little, Brown). Reports in 
pages following. 


PROBLEMATICAL FICTION 
January 10 


Stafford, Jean Hareourt, Brace 
THE CATHERINE WHEEL $3.00 


A tortured and morbid book, in which two people, who love eaeh other deeply, 
Andrew, a small boy, and his Cousin Katherine, whose home had always been his refuge, 
find themselves at eross purposes. The story is told primarily from the boy's view- 
point, as he sees his summer in Maine shattered by the desertion of his chum, Victor, 
who is anehored at home by the invalidism of his hero brother, Charles. Andrew's bitter 
disappointment expresses itself in complete withdrawal and an obsession amounting to a 
death wish directed against Charles. Feeling guilty and a little frightened, he inter- 
prets. Cousin Katherine's concern as knowledge of what he is thinking. Actually, she 
is 4n equal torment, sick of an old love, afraid to aecept the chanee to find him again 
beeause the man she loves is the father of Andrew and his twin sisters, husband of her 
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beloved Maeve, a cousin brought up as virtually a sister. She is convinced that discovery 

of this situation is at the root of Andrew's unhappiness - that his hate, his death wish, 

is directed against er - or perhaps his father. And so the summer is wrecked for the two 

to whom it had meant so much. And the finale- on an evening of fireworks- when Andrew & 
almost got his wish, and when Katherine, in saving Charles, is herself victim of the flames, 
brings to tragic conclusion the fears that were devastating them both. A strangely in- 

voluted book, overwritten and complex, this is unlikely to enhance the reputation of the 

author of Boston Adventure. 


2% 

January | 
Marshall, Rosamond Prentice-Hall 
JANE HADDEN $3.00 


A rowdy romp through eighteenth century England and the servant-girl success 
story of Jane No- Name, who goes to London and becomes the maid (downstairs and upstairs) 
of drinking, writing Capper Castain, with whom she falls in love, and whose manuscripts 
she completes. Leaving him, when he is too far gone in drink, she moves to a garret and 
is saved from the 01d Bailey by Capper who lies to clear her. She becomes engaged to an 
-lderly protector, Sir Samuel, who kills himself when he finds Capper in her boudoir; 
but she cannot save Capper from himself, when he gambles and drinks himself into jail, 
intil at last he writes the stigma of his illegitimacy out of his system and returns 
‘humble and proud" to Jane.... Not quite the full undress performance of itty and 
uchess Hotspur, this still brawls and sprawls its way with an abandon which is suspic- ° 
iously naive.... If the sales are again significant, the naivete is ours. 


January 17 


De Jong, David Cornel Doubleday = 
TWO SOFAS IN THE PARLOR | $3.00 


Strangers in a foreign land, this is the story of the Kegels who came to the 
iInited States in 1913 and who found Grand Rapids and their neighborhood of Little Zeeland 
. far remove from their prim, religious, ordered life in Holland. Johannes, the oldest, 
oon decided for Americanism at the risk of some deceit; Renzel was more slowly won over; 
ind the girls varied, from Hennie whose pride was a stumbling block to little Zwaantje 
hose unaffected charm opened all doors; but Mother was adamant and fought the contamina- 


sion of the new world with every weapon she had. This is the story of their shaking down, 


f the neighbors, of their miserable little house, of the doctor, the minister and the 


school, and the serio-comic interludes each brought - and the final decision to follow 
American ways when Johannes, who had run away, comes home. A period, patient piece, that 


| aa 


ecaptures the awkward confusion of old and new cultures, and adult and juvenile conflicts. 
far cry from Benefit Street. 


January 24 


du Bois, Theodora Doubleday ? cD 
SARAH HALL'S SEA GOD $2.75 . 


A euphoric entertainment of Sarah Hall, widowed in middle-age and put upon by 
er children, when a trident, a crown and a shell horn (left by her husband) summons up 
oseidon, a figure of gentlemanly grace and buoyant charm whom she suspects- not without 
eason- is a missing dentist Gilley from Hartford. Setting forth on her sailboat with 
»seidon- who is looking for the Golden Fleece, with Michael- her grandson, and Jane, | 
er niece whose love for a distant Hapsburg- now a D.P.- has ended in legalistie involve- +. ( 


ments, they head for Florida. Poseidon is pursued by a vindictive Mrs. Gilley and her 


two daughters; he intervenes to save Jane from Maxie- her Hapsburg; he engages in a few 
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reprehensible incidents but Sarah is able to protect her sea god until a common cold 
is his undoing and he is taken home to Hartford, divested of his trident, his horn, 
his crown, his youth and his powers.... A fantasia which is gentle and gay and suit- 
ably insubstantial. 


January 24 


Herbert, A. P. ; Doubleday 
NUMBER NINE or Zhe Mind Sweepers $3.50 


A frolic, a la Wodehouse, which is not always rollicking, through the mis- 
directions and misadventures of Civil Service. Placed in 1955, (but no Orwell here ) 
this sets young Viscount Anchor on a personal war, which turns into a holy one, to 
evict those members of Civil Service who are occupying his family home (failing that 
to discomfort, or disperse), to raise money for his father to return, and to create 
enough scandal to further his plans. He impersonates a pal, Bass, as a candidate, 
goes through the testing; runs afoul of a jaguar of a female, and a love of a gal; 
and is instrumental in debunking the trick cyclist (psychiatrist) Maple, who blot- 
ted the family ‘scutcheon when he earlier questioned the Viseount's brother's cour- 
age. Strategy founded on deceit - with a body, not a body but a statue, points and 
counterpoints in the masquerade, and a lampoon against the rigid classification when 
it is opposed by individual initiative, - results in a very funny personal court- 
martial, and bright, rosy sunsets... Of no particular import, but a sometimes di- 
verting farce. 


Roark, Garland Doubleday 
SLANT OF THE WILD WIND $3. ; 


Jerry-built picaresque sea adventure along the pattern made familiar by the 
author of Wake of the Red Witch, Fair Wind to Java and Rainbow in the Royals. The 
pace of narrative is there, but the ingredients are too obvious and the end too pre- 
dictable. Given two sea captains, rivals under the aegis of a ship owner in Melbourne; 
given an upstart who wants to gain control of the line, a lovely daughter he plans to 
marry, a toothsome bit of chicanery in which the owner and his aspiring son-in-law 
plot with a banker afraid of failure - and you can see how the rival eaptains are 
made pawns in a game that has the waters of the Dutch Indies as setting for the chase. 
The wind up- in the waters off a head-hunters' island- brings all the characters to- 
gether; the sea captains settle their rivalry; the right man wins the girl; the vil- 
lain is shown in his true eolors; and the wreckage is salvaged in the nick of time. 
Less complex in plot, perhaps, than its predecessors, but equally dependent on phony 
atmosphere and language so nautieally eaparisoned that a mere landlubber is lost, 
this is, I felt, the least successful of Roark's tales. 


Janu : 35 


Wolff, Maritta Random House 
BACK OF TOWN $3.50 


: Another whistle stop out of Chicago, a small town at the back end of no- 
where, and the disaster-driven, dead-end lives of a few of its native citizens. 
Sherry, who had been after the smart angles and the smart, big money, and had left 
town and Nell, whom he'd always loved, returns there with Fay, whom he'd married, 
now dying of cancer. And as Fay, unloved and unlovely in her last months, tries to 
hold him to the sickroom with a vicious, vengeful tyranny, Sherry takes up with Nell 
again, knows no peace but only the promise of her love- once Fay is dead. Caught 
a second time, after a careless afternoon spent with a sixteen year old looking for 
a free ride to Hollywood, Sherry is forced to marry Tude in fulfillment of a deathbed 
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promise to Fay, refuses her the abortion she wants, makes the marriage even more meaning- 
less as he and Nell are together again- in bars and hotel rooms. When Tude suicides, and 
he is free at last for Nell, she runs out on him in a final show of pride... A sad, shabby 
story of a quixotic, quarrelsome love, of furious recrimination and flagellant guilt and 
the wasteland of played out passion, this has all the vitality of a highpitched melodrama 
nd a powerful vernacular. It‘s not art, but it moves. (For Public Libraries- caution - 


the handwriting on the wall.) 


_ 


February ia 


Trollope, Anthony Knopf 
RACHEL RAY $3.50 


Announcing this new edition, with an introduction by Ben Ray Redman, of a lit- 
le known Trollope novel, rarely included in the so-called "complete works". For the 
.\ddicts- as part of the overall Knopf program. 


February 13 


Nelson, Truman Little, Brown 


* A handsomely panoplied, fictionalized reconstruction of one of the most sensa- 
tional fugitive slave trials in which the Massachusetts Abolitionists were involved be- 
fore the Civil War, and a full-blooded, shade-more-than-life-size portrait of the thunder-— 

us Boston clergyman, Theodore Parker. In common with most idealistic movements whose 
entiments are exploited in regional or political schisms, the Abolitionist movement 
neluded a representative number of giants and jackals among its sympathizers and de- 
tractors. This concentrates on the incident when a Southern Colonel, slave-hunting from 
Virginia, demanded the return of his slave, Tony Burns, who was brought in chains to 
ston Courthouse as a live exhibit to test the Fugitive Slave Law. What was to the 
»lonel a simple formality, soon became a crisis heated by the powerful, insistent flames 
f moral codes and political expediency. Among the men involved were Ben Hallett, a U.S. 
larshall and shrewd interpreter of party tactics; his collection of hatchet men; a deli- 
cately impartial, morally tepid judge; a brace of clever Abolitionist lawyers; a young 
lergyman, some battle-cry fanatics, and the citizenry. However, towering above them 
ll was the fiery intelligence of Theodore Parker, who gave meaning to action, direction 
to conviction, and became for men like Tony Burns the genius of freedom from mental as 
ell as physical tyranny. Within the framework of the trial with its delays, mounting 
nsion and sudden violence, the strength of the prophet Parker is sorely tried, yet 
through the eventual release of Tony Burns, Parker renews his hope in the unconquerable, 
‘evolutionary human spirit.... Although followers of historical literature may find the 
wuthor's blithe unconsciousness of period speech and atmosphere rather startling, this 
ery neutrality, together with the strong statement of positive, dynamic elements in 

man life and society, mark this as important and moving reading for our time. 








February 2? 


Arnaud, Georges Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE WAGES OF FEAR $3 .00 


A tense transcript of a one way journey, to an oil field in Guatemala, when 
the men who are hired to drive truckloads of nitroglycerine to extinguish a burning well 
know that it is a cargo of death they are carrying. From a group of dead-beats, alien, 
jobless, homeless, four are chosen, among them Gerard Sturmer, to whom danger is a 
stimulus. And while Johnny, his partner, is gutted by the fear that is riding on their 


THE SIN OF THE PROPHET | $3.50 
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backs, Gerard is inflexible in his defiance of death and his determination to get 
through.He drives the truck across threatening sand and stone, frees it when it is 
mired in acrater, carries on alone when the others are killed, and reaches his 
destination, only to be cheated of his victory and his reckless resolve to live. 
The fever, and the fascination, of a grim gamble, this effects a close suspense and 
raw excitement. 


February 47 


Brod, Max Farrar, Straus & Young 
UNAMBO $3.00 


An involved and wordy fable which tangles with the problem of man's dual 
nature, symbolized in this case by the struggle of an Israeli intellectual to achieve 
a peaceful neutrality of soul through a diabolical time-space machine. Paul Helfin, 
a middle-aged film director in Israel, continually lashes out against the strain of 
his dizzy wavering between the attractions of a self-centered life and the "“purify- 
ing" life of suffering and sacrifice. A supernatural machine, introduced by a huge, 
roach-like “man of influence", is the medium by which Helfin is able to live two 
self-sufficient lives simultaneously on two separate planes of existence. In one, 
he is ensnared by the beautiful, false Bianca, a fascinating mistress in Tel Aviv, 
who was a collaborationist; he is surrounded by viperous black marketeers who feed 
on a battling Israel; and he is at last blackmailed into leaving the country. Yet 
he finds spiritual strength and true happiness in the other life as an officer in 
an organization of Israeli fighting men striking against British-incited Arab troops 
and protecting their hard-won settlements. In the clear-headed eoumge of his nephew, 
Gad; in observing the fortitude of elderly emigres; and in the crucible of positive 
action, Helfin at last realizes the good life. However it is not for man to be thus 
‘split in two, to be shorn of the necessity for decision, and Helfin is finally re- 
leased by sacrifice in one life and by a heart attack in the other. It is unfortun- . 
ate that the details of the Israeli background, so vividly realized, and the engross- 
ing development of the problem of man's two-fold nature in modern times are obscured 
by an unwieldy seience-fiection device, the theosophist jargon and pulp-derived man- 
ifestations. A straddle of the philosophical and seience-fiction novel which is not 
signally successful in either. Translated by Ludwig Lewisohn. 


Engstrand, Stuart ' Parrar, Straus & Young 
A HUSBAND IN THE HOUSE $3 .00 


An unpalatable American primitive, which reverts from the peepshow deca- 
dence of The Sling and the Arrow to a more direct expression of desires and drives 
in the story of a girl, her father and the two brothers who loved her. For Laura's 
intention to marry Carl Hedman fires an unadmitted, unwarranted resentment in her 
father, Sven, a surly Swede, whose possessive paternalism finds its release in the 
accident- deliberately provoked- which cripples Carl. Marrying Carl, who is para- 
iyzed from the waist down, in the hope that he will walk again, Laura is foreed to 
face the fact that he will never walk, and cannot help herself when she falls in 
love with his younger brother- Riehard. Leaving home with Richard, and Carl to 
the care of Sven, she is called back to her father's bedside, and is freed only 
from his love which would kill as well as maim when Carl- to save Richard and Laura- 
Tights it out to the death with the old man... A rather bleak, bare exposure of 
instinct and emotion to which the humiliation of a young man's invalidism and 
impotence lends a tragic touch. Limited. 
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February.? 


MeCrone, Guy Farrar, Straus & Young ie 
THE HAYBURN FAMILY $3.00 - 


The saga of the Moorhouse clan continues in this by-pass dealing with the Hay- 
urn branch, and particularly with young Robin, brought back from Vienna by Henry and 
Phoebe in the last book, Aunt Bel. Much of the charm of the original trilogy, Red Plush, 

_ay in the period trappings, the regional authenticity, the sense of intimate familiarity 
with the sprawling family. These elements are secondary here, when the scene shifts from 
-lasgow to the South of France, where Robin, threatened with tuberculosis, is sent to re- 
euperate. His father, now Sir Henry, looks forward to Robin in the firm, shuts his eyes 
o Robin's desire to write. Away from family pressures, exposed to the Bohemian atmosphere 
of the Riviera, Robin discovers a new self, falls in love with an American girl, a writer 
en years his senior, and ignores the purpose for which he was sent away in his feverish 
urge to write- and his discovery of surging emotions he had never suspected in himself. 

A few red herrings in the "doings" of the Moorhouses back in Scotland, and a sub plot 
which ties up some loose threads of former episodes, are not sufficient to recapture the 
sense of meeting again old acquaintances. The story limps to its inevitable ending, and 
he reader - this one at any rate- doesn't particularly care. A disappointment on all 
counts. 
Bowles, Paul Random House 
LET IT COME DOWN 2/76 2/28 $3.50 


Another pale American is exposed to the hot breath of an alien civilization in 
vyhat seems to be a weary and rather distasteful variant of The Sheltering Sky. Like 
‘ennessee Williams' decadent ladies, Mr. Bowles' protagonists are made to be smashed, or 
rather dissolved, in their amoebic ambulations toward oblivion. Dyar, a former cipher in 
. New York bank, in a vacant movement to relieve the pain of a bleak, stale beer existence, S 
irifts to Tangiers, presumably to assist a former acquaintance, Wilcox, in his “travel 
gency". Dyar soon discovers, however, that in the tangled business and social relation- 
hips in the steaming city, he is again acted upon rather than acting. Wilcox, involved 
in illegal sterling traffic draws Dyar into undercover messenger work; "Unele Goode", a 
cious lesbian, keeping Hadija, a young prostitute, works to eliminate Dyar, who is in- 
erested in Hadija, by a spy fix; and Daisy, a middle-aged, fascinated commentator on the 
nonstrous, the unreal, tries to force him into being, to reality. Although warned by 
Daisy to be careful, "that vacuums have a tendency to fill up", Dyar, through the trans- 
borting exhilaration of hashish, abseconds with a briefcase full of Wileox's money, and - 
in a drugged climax murders his Moslem companion, finding at the last the “precise rela- 
Lonship with the rest of men.... created by him". There are a few seenes, brilliant in' 
utline, startling in movement - for example, a bedroom tussle with Daisy, both globuled 
ith warm food and wine from an overturned tray and the maddened orgy of the murder. 
uch more sensational than the rather muted Sheltering Sky, morbidly intriguing in its 
racing of the hashish phantasmagoria, this- with its withered people, heavy symbolism 
nd sickroom decay, makes the reader hope this is a final gilding of the dying lily 
chool. Not our dish. 


Goyen, William Random House 
GHOST AND FLESH $2.75 


Eight stories by the author of House of Breath (P. 363, 1950) which come from 
outhwest Review, Bottegehe Oscure, Mademoiselle, Horizon, have their metrically faithful 
lrawl and the mystieal-death-in-life symbolism. There's an eldritch mood here, from The 
hite Rooster (a wife who is haunted by a scrawny fowl and an equally serawny, omnipresent 
la father-in-law) to the questing, questioning Pore Perrie, Children of an Old Somebody 
ind A Shape of Light; a combination of the idea and the image in The Letter in the Cedar 
‘hest in which a covenant of live ghosts turn into dead ones; a soliloquy at a bar that 
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eoncerns a dead husband and a drowned lover; the most realistic which involves a lit- 
tle girl and an experience in school; and the watches of the night in which a man's 
soul, in mounting hysteria, encompasses his life and his neighbors’. Here, perhaps, 
are the unhoused, the multifaceted self, and the visionary and shadowy boundaries, 
for a moment when "There's a time ta tell and a time ta set still ta let a ghost 
grieve ya" which could be: compared to the similar projections of William Blake or 
Albert Pinkham Ryder in the painting field. For some, like olives - for others, 

just stick to the Qscure | 


February 7? 


Smith, Robert Paul Simon & Schuster 
THE TIME AND THE PLACE $3.50 


A sometimes satiric, sometimes small boy smutty, portrait of a young man, 
Paul Marrane, and the rather predictable pattern of his emotions and ambitions. Get- 
ting off to a bumbling beginning in Greenwich Village (at its most tousled), Paul ' 
falls in love with Louise while he works in a bookshop, marries her just after his 
arrest- and release- for selling pronography. Turning to publishing, Paul talks 
himself into a job as an editor, is recognized for his abilities, moves to the sub- 
urbs with Louise and their two children and achieves a ealm complacency which is 
jostled for the first time with his oncoming 39th birthday. Uneertain, uneasy, he 
indulges in an affair with a young girl which can only be circumscribed by his marr- 
lage, takes issue on an old friend's new novel and is ready to throw up his job- 
when he comes to the point of realization that it's not the time, or the place, but 
himself.... A first novel, by a radio writer, which slips from sincerity to the 
adolescent obscenity, grapples with issues at a surface level, and confuses free 
expression with bad taste. 


peer 


ACE MEN - CHASE MEN - SPACEMEN 


December 15 


Greenberg, Martin- £d. Gnome Press 
TRAVELERS OF SPACE $3 95 


‘This anthology of celestial and terrestial affairs is modern in tone, from <¥ 
its introduction by Willy Ley to its science-fiction dictionary and illustrated zoo. . 
The stories of alien worlds range from Mars and Venus and the Moon to lesser known 

of the galaxies, from rocketeers and pioneers to strange inhabitants and stranger 

happenings, from a bit of humor to plenty of action. But throughout the seience- 

base is firmly established and, even though the majority of the authors are known 

only to the avid follower, Bradbury, Kummer, Fredric Brown, Van Vogt and Heinlein 

have found a less concentrated market. A buy for the stars-in-your-eyes market. 


December 20 


Gray, Curme Shasta 
MURDER IN MILLENIUM VI $2.50 
Archival Telement, global power, and the supremacy of women in future light 
years a highfalutin" background for the death (where ‘no death nor pain is known) of 
the Matriarch.'. Applying the standards of Anciént History to find out’ the means and . 
the ‘person, Victor's father is killed and Victor, informed as. to the previous male 
rule, ‘continues a: science-studded hunt. Pretty. confusing for: those not hep to S-F. 
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January 23 


Benson, Ben M. S. Mill 
STAMPED FOR MURDER $2 .50 


A problem in philately for Detective Wade Paris, when the murder of Arnold 
regg, a stamp wholesaler, provides few personal possibilities and narrows down to the 
insolvent, dissolving partnership of two retailers and an intermediary broker. Arson, 
vandalism, and an attempt to kill does not delete the evidenee of fraud, provides the 
motive for murder and the solution to the case.... Not a collector's item, but ade- 
lately circuitious. 


January 24 


Burns, Tex Doubleday 
HOPALONG CASSIDY TROUBLE SHOOTER $2.50 


Variations on a vanishing theme as that familiar figure, Hoppy, is in pursuit 
° the mysteries which surround some disappearing ranches, strange ghost towns, murder- 
pus renegades and a mesa where an eerie sect holds sway. All solved, satisfactorily, 
for the bubble gum trade. 


January ?? 


Delano, Fred Henry Holt 
HELLGATE CANYON $2.50 


The angry actions in which Rebel Spain engages, in an attempt to avenge his 
ither's death and to salvage his love for Ann- promiscuous temperamentally and now pro- 
ressionally at work in her aunt's bordello. In his assistance to the Deloylers, new 
settlers in the canyon, Rebel is able to repay the murder of young DeLoyier, forestall 
he kidnapping of his sister, and reroute his romance to a happy ending. Hot and full 
blooded, this adds a wanton touch to the familiar formula. 


Heckelmann, Charles N. Holt 
THE RAWHIDER $2.50 


Bill Horn, a Missouri River pilot, gets a taste of the Civil War when his paeket 
oat is conscripted for the Union and his dream of repaying the villainies of Jack Wade 
lmost comes true. But the uprisings of the Sioux and the danger to the North, send him 
o the Dakota and Montana territory for a tangle with Indians, jayhawkers (deserters ) 
nd spies and the gal and his skin (almost whole) is his again. Lotsa stuff here. 


February 4 |4 


Tey, Josephine Macmillan 
DAUGHTER OF TIME $2.50 


* A lot of glass waxing of the dusty, dirty windows of history when police pro- 
edure is applied to past crimes. The prickles of boredom vanish when hospitalized | 
rant of Scotland Yard digs deep into the story of Richard III and the little princes 
f the Tower and comes up with some reversed judgements on accepted facts. Helped by 
1 enthusiastic young American researcher, Grant discards the tame historians of the 
idor era, goes back into contemporary accounts and pieces together bits and pieces of 
he York, Plantagenet, Lancaster and Tudor personalities and events to form a very dif- 
erent sort of picture. Bright investigation of the satiate esis of the 15th cen- 
ury, this is for the higher-browed sleuth fanciers. 
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February 7 


Bennett, Dwight Doubleday 
LOST WOLF RIVER $2 .50 


Of Chick Bronson, down on his luck- way, way down, when he is bullied and 
beaten by saloon keeper Stanger, and then given a contact to Vince Kimbrough through 
an outlaw who is to die and has left a cache of stolen money. Believing that Stanger 
alone is responsible for the violence which rides the range, Chick is to learn that 
Kimbrough too is without scruple, that the resentment of the ranchers iis ‘deserved, : and 
in his final action he puts an end to all this emmity. Snappy. 


Neville, Margot Doubleday 
DIVINING ROD FOR MURDER $2 .50 


Another offspring of the Crippen case - here a spinster, dragon-guardian of 
a ne'er-do-well nephew, leaves to tend a sick friend and it is the nephew's tutor, 
Lacey, for whom the event insinuates murder. And it is her findings that build up 
cases against suspects,- the boy's father, an amoral domestic, a vindictive tenant,etc., 
that precipitate crime against the wrong person, only to have everything righted. 
Australian and acceptable. 


Salter, Marion Armour Rinehart 
THE CAT'S-PAW 2 | © $2.50 


The floodtide of fear, guilt, hate and hysteria in the solitary struggle of 
Charlotte Morgan against the man who taunted her when alive, haunted her when dead. 
For Charlotte, who had been bullied, blackmailed and bedded down by Kingsley Cummings, 
escapes the relationship she hates only to face the cruel reprisal of his killing of 
her pet kittens, and when he is murdered, is committed to the silence of an old loyalty, 
from which she is finally freed for a new love. Excitable, but often ominous entertain- 
ment. 


February 13 


Ehrlich, Max Harper 
SPIN THE GLASS WEB $2.75 2. st 


The aftermath of an affair when Don Newell, planning to break off with- or 
kill off, Paula Ranier, finds that another man has been ahead of him- but cannot evade 
the suspicion of Henry Hinge, the research man on the T.V. show he scripts. In a polite 
parlor game of spider and fly, Newell is the victim of Hinge's calculated attempt to 
unnerve ard destroy him, reverses the hand with an eleventh hour enlightenment. A 
video montage for invidious activities which manage a slick suspense. 


February 7? 


Bradley, Mary Hastings Longmans, Green 
NICE PEOPLE MURDER $2.50 


A young lawyer, Jeff Ryder, and his friend, Kent, house guests of steel king 
Stanley in his Maine home for the preparation of a new will are among those present at 
Stanley's death. The widow, the secretary, even a butler are among the suspects; the 
incidence of fog and foghorns, an elevator, a hidden bathing cove, the widow's lover 
and down east loyalty - everything makes Jeff's verdict hard to arrive at - but ir- 
revocably stick. Toney. 


a 
Millar, Margaret Ws , Random House 
VANISH IN AN INSTANT $2.50 


The stabbing of a man about town, the lover of a spoiled, sullen young woman, 
engages the services and interest of Eric Meecham, a lawyer, who is then confronted by 
the confession of Earl Loftus, unrelated, unidentified by his client, and doomed to die- 
of leukemia. Meecham's probe and progress through a twilight world of worn, warped lives 
lends a neurotic fascination to a ease which is curiously, and spuriously, concluded. 

A grotesque of unbalance which has its dark drama. 
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REPRINTS For January 


December 1, 1951 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


lackburn, Thomas - RATON PASS 
romfield, Louis - COLORADO 
R.- Ed. - THE GOD THAT FAILED 


Paulkner, John - DOLLAR COTTON 


‘aldwell, Taylor - THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S 


Hanlin, Tom - MIMA 

Richter, Conrad - THE TREES 

Schary, D.-fd. - IT'S A BIG COUNTRY 
Spain, John - DIG ME A GRAVE 


(Each $.35) 
Van Every, Dale - THE SHINING MOUNTAINS 


Whitman, Howard - TERROR IN THE STREETS 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


arnes, M. C. - THE KING'S CHOICE 


‘arr, John Dickson - DEATH WATCH 


Dodge, David - THE RED TASSEL 


Fontaine, Robert - THE HAPPY TIME 
Keyes, Frances P. - CRESCENT CARNIVAL 
Royer, Louis B. - THE HAREM 


Short, Luke - RAW LAND 
($.35) - Lait, Jack & Mortimer, William - CHICAGO CONFIDENTIAL 
x C De WE ie ue * 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


eu} | Se Pea 


lowdey, Clifford - TIDEWATER 


Lagard, Garald - THE SCARLET COCKEREL 


oF Ae 


» Hill 


Novels:- Hill, R 


Pohl, Frederick- -d.-BEYOND THE EDGE OF TIME 
Wellman, Paul I. - ANGEL WITH SPURS 


JOHN NIELSON HAD A DAUGHTER ($1.25) 
IN THE SADDLE ($1.00) 
URY OF ANECDOTES ($1.98) 


Machiavelli, Mieccolo - THE PRINCE ($.35) - With new introduction Christian 


Bowles, Paul - THE DELICATE PREY 
Caldwell,Erskine-PLACE CALLED ESTHERVILLE 


Gauss. 


Knight, Adam - MURDER FOR MADAME 
van Vogt,A.A.- MISSION: INTERPLANETARY 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


rnold, Elliott - WALK WITH THE DEVIL 


Delmar, Vina - ABOUT MRS. LESLIE 


P 


inn, Tom - PAINTED POST LAW 


ighes, Dorothy B. 


- THE CANDY KID 


nnings, 


ginal ; 


John - THE PEPPER TREE 
Yerby, Frank 


Fishbein, Morris, M. D. - Tez 


pleiler & Dieckty- Eds 


_- THE SCIENCE- 
FICTION OMNIBUS ($2.95) 


caldwell, Taylor - THE BALANCE WHEEL ($1. 





Pratt, Fleteher-A SHORT HISTORY OF THE 
CIVIL WAR 
Raine, Wm. MacL.- GUN SHOWDOWN 
Truss, Seldon - WHY SLUG A POSTMAN 
Shulman, Max - THE ZEBRA DERBY 
ao PPIDE 'g CASTLE 


CITY for January 7 


#ANDY HOME MEDICAL ADVISER ($1.98) 


eprints 


Z1lis,Albert- THE FOLKLORE OF SEX ($2.49) 
Sheen, Fulton J. -LIFT UP YOUR HEART ($1.00) 


69) 
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No MUST BOOKS but watch these 


New Yorker readers will welcome in book form E.J. Kahn's THE PECULIAR WAR (Random House); 
the Graham Greene essays, THE LOST CHILDHOOD (Viking) for discriminating tastes; curjios- 
ity will stimulate interest in the long-postponed Velikovsky AGES IN CHAOS (Doubleday); 
there’s a dependable market for Emily Kimbrough's reminiscences in THROUGH CHARLEY'S DOOR 
(Harper). And the big question mark dark horse is A LAND by Jacquetta Hawkes (Random House). 


PUBLISHED - But don't miss 


Huyghe, Rene- text by Harry Abrams 
ART TREASURES OF THE LOUVRE $10.00 


Even in a season when there are a number of very fine art books on the market, 
this first volume in the projeeted Library of Great Museums is outstanding. Perhaps the 
very familiarity of so many of the great paintings here reproduced in extraordinary fi- 
delity will endear the book to many who would not be interested in the books devoted to 
individual painters. Over 100 reproductions in full color and a text whieh gives one 
the feeling of exploring the Louvre in company with an ideal guide (M. Huyghe is the 
curator-in-chief of painting and drawing in the Louvre) bring memories into sharp re- 
lief for those who have been in Paris. And for others, it is a memorable introduction 
to a great treasure house. Throughout the text, there are half tones of sculpture, 
ceramies, vases, and so on. The text presents the history of the Louvre,- as palace, 
as art gallery, as scene of key events in the eity's story.It iexplotes:tooithe:successive 
schools of painting, and gives one the sense of continuity, and of eosmopolitanism that 
is eharacteristie of the possessions themselves. A big Christmas item - and for public 
libraries and permanent art book shelves- a volume of continuing value. Abrams is do- 
ing signal service in publishing art books of such sustained quality. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON FICTION 


January 7 /o 


Colvin, Ian ; McGraw-Hill 
MASTER SPY $3.50 


Report repeated from page 549 of the September 15th bulletin, when seheduled 
for fall, as follows: "The knowns, and some of the eonjectural unknowns, in the life 
of Admiral Wilhelm Canaris, an enigmatie to elusive figure in espionage who served as 
Hitler's Chief of Intelligenee for nine years, but who may have been a British agent 
as well. Charming, exaeting, mistrustful, softspoken, Canaris beeame an Admiral during 
the first World War, but offieially entered the Abwehr (Seeurity Serviee) in 1935 of 
whieh he was later to beeome head. Here are the delieate to dubious military and dip- 
lomatie interehanges in whieh he figured; the oceasions on whieh he sabotaged and be- 
trayed German plans and proeeedings, from the Munieh paet to the proposed invasion of 
England and throughout the econduet of the war, until his deposition by Hitler in 1944, 
and his exeeution in 1945. An investigation whieh relies on fact- which has been dif- 
ficult to isolate- rather than sensational speculation, this is a deliberate, detailed 
account by a former correspondent of the London News Chronicle." 


Houghton, Norris William Sloane 
BUT NOT FORGOTTEN $4.00 
The Adventure of the University Players 


A random footnote in summer theatre history, this account of the University 
Players Guild covers its existence from 1928 to 1932. Princeton and Harvard, in the 
persons of Bretaigne Windust and Charles Leatherbee, sparked on the idea, eventually 
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landed in West Falmouth in the Old Silver Beach Theatre, employed their fellow collegians 
for $5.00 a week with room and board. Everyone did everything, openings were a mad scramble 
f improvisation, and to their ranks came Henry Fonda, Margaret Sullavan, Kent Smith, Mil- 
ired Natwick , James Stewart and Josh Logan. A good humored chronicle of a collective 
areer, this tells of audience response, on stage and off stage incidents, technical prob- 
ems and drastic difficulties, youthful horse play together with energetic endeavor- and 

f an impermanent success. For theatre shelves and classes, this captures more of the 
mateur into professional approach than like volumes in the field. 


January 17 > 
Ileana, Princess of Rowania, Archduchess of Austria Rinehart 
I LIVE AGAIN $4.00 


A title as courageous as the author's story, these are not as stately memories 
; one would expect from royalty for they are concerned primarily with the long trail of 


service, to country and people, which led from her country, to Austria, Switzerland, South 
Ameriea - and our own New England. Even her early days had little to do with the romantic 
aspect of being a princess, for, born in 1909, there was war, politics, and international 
‘rouble to mark her career, and life in World War II and behind the Iron Curtain to under- 
line her duty to her fellow Romanians.. As a personal story, this concentrates on the 
‘amily situation in troubled times, as she, separated from her husband, and with six child- 
ren, took her place in caring for the wounded, the trainloads of refugees and fugitives, 


| establishing hospitals, medical care and welfare for her countrymen, in Austria and 


Jater in her homeland. Under the surveillance of Germans, Russians, Communists - under 


e inescapable royal recognition - under the: long continued misery of watching her country 
sorbed - she followed the line of duty laid down by her royal parents and left only when 
l her chances of survival and assistance, were cut off. The fairy tale castles and 


states, the panoply of kingship, tiaras and symbols of temporal power acquire human and e 


ealistic interpretation which in its detail may overpower a casual reader. In royal 
cords, a humane and humble footnote. Illustrated. 


January 21 
Compton, Boyd- :d. i< Chin ¢ Univ. of Washington 
PARTY BEPORKT DOCUMENTS 1942-19h4 4, SD 2 


A valuable and noteworthy collection of Chinese Communist Party documents which 
re the outcome of the 1942-1944 Cheng Feng reform movement. Included are writings of 
.0 Tse Tung, Liu Shao-Ch'i, Ch'en Jun and a piece on the Bolshevization of the Party 
ritten previously by Stalin. In his lengthy and searching introduction, it is editor 
nd translator Compton's contention that the Cheng Feng movement was one to eradicate 
issian dogma and to approach the practical solutions of problems peculiar to China. 
though Red China has undeniable doctrinal linkages with Russia,many of which are firm 
day in matters of organization and method, the Chinese Communist Party created its own 
‘volution, is centered by a strong Maoist cult, and as such, these reform documents are 


che Mein Kampf of a social order that is standing on its own feet. Compton also discusses 


n 
- 


4) 


he wartime party operations, the peculiarly strengthening situations that developed from 


apanese aggression, the attempt at cooperation with the Kuomintang, and more of the his- 


-orical relationship with Russia. The doctrines include treatises on education, party 
embership, extermination of foreign thought tendencies, reorganization and so forth. 
gain, valuable and important source material in the study and understanding of both 
istorical and present day China. 















December 1, 1951 Non-fiction -693- 





January 28 




























p Lee, Clark & Henschel, Richard Holt 
> DOUGLAS MACARTHUR $6.00 


A book by two dutiful admirers to present America's soldier-hero in a favor- 
able light. There is fairly wide coverage of MacArthur's family history and life events 
by the two -authors- all the way from General Arthur MacArthur's youth and similarly 
turbulent Philippine command under Taft up to the time of Douglas MacArthur's reception 
of a “brutal and callous” dismissal from Truman. Characterized by flip language, a 
sense of destiny, a vague sensationalism that often manifests itself in tne tossing off 
of historical events by grandiose, misinterpretable words- this biography makes frequent 
sallies into the unnecessarily dramatic. It is primarily dime store stuff. A double 
barrel of index fingers direct the material through reason's loopholes. Some of the 
contentions are: like father-like son both MacArthur had trouble with presidents who 
didn't understand military difficulties; the failing offensive opened by MacArthur in 
Korea was a necessary reconnaisance in force to discover the enemy's power; once the 
Red China intervention was firmly established and Washington frozen with fear, Mac- 
Arthur was helplessly tied to his bootstraps undeserving of the rough treatment from 
his unqualified judges. In spite of the eulogisms and the repetitions, there are some 
lively biasses showing for the interested observer. Many photographs. — 


Hartley, Paul McGraw-Hill 
HOW TO BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME WITH COLOR $3.50 


Report repeated from page 549 of the September 15th bulletin, when seheduled 
for fall, as follows: "A book in the home decoration field, written by a man who advises 
industries on the use of color, and who here applies his expert knowledge to color in 
i the home. He helps the reader determine his own basic preferences, and goes on from 
_ there to show how playing up to these preferences, and learning to use and combine 
colors properly, will make for better color harmony, better taste, and better results. 
He discusses cool colors and warm colors, links them to type of paints, floor cover- 
ings, wall treatments, upholstery, accessories for accent. He shows how to use nature } 
as a guide. How to play tricks with color (make a large area seem smaller and vice } 
versa). He discusses the practical use of the color keys supplied in the book for 
selection of what materials go with what. At times he seems didactic, but perhaps- 
his basic premises accepted- he makes it possible to be more adventurous with greater 
degrees of success." 


January? 


Grenfell, Captain Russell, R. N. Macmillan 
MAIN FLEET TO SINGAPORE $3.00 


A transatlantic sizing up of a mutual enemy not only argues for the late foe 
but also enters a lengthy complaint against American and British foreign policies first, 
military policy later. A concentrated survey of the rise of a westernized Japan, which 
justifies her later attitudes, precedes the examination of her attack on the United 
States (she was provoked into it) and of the degree of British preparation for a Pacific 
war; details the loss of British preeminence as a sea power as a result of the weakness 
of their decisive points. There is the sinking of the battleship, Prince of Wales, and 
of the battle cruiser, the epulse; the rout of Singapore, Malaya, Java and the Dutch 
East Indies, defended but defeated; the lessons taught concerning sea-air warfare; the 
price past history is costing us now. Churchill comes in for bitter comment, on the 

@ count of both action and decision and the total effect of near-defeat of the Allies on 
- the Asiatic mind is given serious consideration. A controversial item, this, and 
capable of arousing heated argument. Illustrated. 
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January 2? 


Random House 


Kahn, E.J., Jr. 
THE PECULIAR WAR $2.75 

* From the New Yorker-where most of this material had its original appearance- 
by one of their crack correspondents, at large in Korea, that troubled peninsula once 
known as the Land of the Morning Calm. Here, in a country of interminable hills- which 
lose their charm if you have to climb them, of flowers which point up the shabbiness of 
wasted areas, of dust and mud, is a sharp, strict record of the peculiar, often forgotten 
war; of forward actions and the Battle of the Imjin, and the small change of conversation 
ind incident behind the lines- largely focussed on rotation; Seoul, a ghost town, bare and 
burned; the Amazon island of Cheju-du; Pusan, which promised to be the Oriental Dunkirk; 
Sgt. Reeves- “a hero every night" who won three Purple Hearts, a Silver Star, a Bronze Star 
Medal and the D.S.C.; and Champlin, jet ace pilot; the natives- and American-gook relations- 
not all brotherly love, and the closer rapport between the fighting men of other countries; 
and in closing, the first anniversary of the war- which coincided with Malik's first bid 
for the cease-fire talks.... A combat man's view of this war which is human in its per- 
spective, aware in its implications, this sounds no big guns and polishes no brass- but 
provides an expert synthesis of observation and commentary. 


Simon & Schuster 


Russell, Bertrand | 
NEW HOPES FOR A CHANGING WORLD | | /4 $2 .50 
A vigorous, insistent and thriftily lucid diagnosis of the diseased members of 
he body of modern thought and practice in which the extraordinary mathematician, logician 
.nd philosopher restates his prescriptions for a better world. Those who have followed the 
levelopment of Lord Russell's social philosophy in recent years will reeognize some old 
allying points, for example, population control and conservationism, but the sections 
having to do with social man and individual man, although reflecting a long life-time of 
ncisive and constructive thought, have a fresh immediacy of application and urgency of 
xpression, suggesting that the aging philosopher shall rest "eontent in the thought that 
what was possible has been done". In the process of discussing the possibilities of world 
inifieation technically, politically and economically, Lord Russell also investigates the 
lope that man may learn to resolve his social and inner confliets by rational, creative 
iving and by liberating himself from the bondage of destructive emotions lingering on 
rom a brutal and half-civilized past. War must be eontrolled by a strong, armed world 
zovernment; economic thought must be re-organized to place emphasis on co-operation rather 
than the false god of competition. Education should have an international flavor and 
should pave the way toward a closer understanding between peoples. Our present tangle of 
fears should be prevented by orienting the child to a way of life in which there are no 
series of "do nots" to ineuleate guilt leading to violence, insecurity and despair. A 
timulating though hasty summary ~ a heady Utopia strengthened with sinewy logie and 


aphorisms . 


} 
e Viking 


Greene, Graham 
THE LOST CHILDHOOD dnd Other Essays $3.50 
A collection of short pieces, largely critical, occasionally autobiographical, 

“hich provide a commentary of personal perception and original insight and subtle stimulus 
on the passing literary scene. If much of what Graham Greene interprets is shaded, slanted 
by a private vision, a consciousness of sin and salvation which is applied to the terminal 
-udgment, this is what lends the purpose if at the same time a bias of his analytic method. 
lt is particularly evident in the five pieces on Henry James, "the puritan with a nose for 

.e Pit", and the “sense of evil, religious in its intensity" which brought him to the 


vurne of Catholicism. And although it was Marjorie Bowen's The Viper of Milan which was 
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to direct Greene toward a lifetime of writing, it is Henry James who casts a constant 
shadow in the many pieces here, on the divers figures of Conrad, Mauriac, Beatrix 
Potter, Samuel Butler, Francis Parkman, Havelock Ellis, Herbert Read, Fielding and 
Sterne, etc. etc. And a closing personal postscript, on a time when at 17 he was - 
"fixed in boredom" and tested the temptation of a brother's gun, of a wartime scene, 
a film luncheon and "the voice of. American capital"- Louis B. Mayer, of a book market, - 
complete the collection in which the estimates are sparked by the individual response 
and an inward view. For an appreciative, rather than an appreciable, market. 
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February 7 


Myers, Carmel | Doubleday 
DON'T THINK ABOUT IT $1.00 


An inspirational book for those who have suffered heavy loss and find the 
way back to a normal life blocked by grief. In straightforward, practical terms, this 
one-time screen favorite tells of how she came to found the Don’t Think Club, a. sort 
of Alcoholics Anonymous’ technique applied to the problems of those who find themselves 
living in the past, unable to face the future. In part a personal story- in part a 
case history of members of one group or another (the units are deliberately kept small), 
this points the way to avoidance of the dangers of emotional invalidism, through new 
horizons, new friends, activity, and deliberately learning to turn from self pity to 
helping others, learning to close the doors of the mind to those griefs and tragedies 
that can't be helped. Should prove a special item for those who need such help them- 
selves, or wish to pass it on to others who are ready for moral sanction to the essen- 
tially healthy process of turning away from grief. 


Velikovsky, Immanuel Doubleday 
AGES IN CHAOS $4.50 


Report repeated from P. 276 of the June lst bulletin, when scheduled for 
earlier publication. "Worlds in Collision became a best seller, to the consternation 
of critics and scientists, and many explained the fact by the author's presenting 
what he claimed as secular historical evidence to Biblical legends, specifically to 
certain astronomical irregularities. The more the scholars disputed the more the book 
sold. Though this new volume is sure to create some controversy among archeologists, 
historians and Biblical students, its interest is more remote from the general reader, 
its conclusions less sensational. The main contention is that a study of Egyptian 
historical annals would lead to a revision of the chronology of Biblical history by 
some 600 years, that the date of the Exodus and subsequent events should be brought 
forward. He identifies through a study of papyri events which he classifies as the 
stories of the plagues, the flight of the Israelites, the experiences in the wilder- 
ness which he contends resulted from great earthquakes described in the Egyptian ‘papyri. 
The visit of the Queen of Sheba to Solomon he places at a later date on secular evi- 
dence. A big book, amply footnoted, and ordinarily not for either the lay or religious 
book market. But in view of the surprise reception of its predecessor, better be on 
the look-out." , | 


Pps 
Brown, Helen Evans ° Little, Brown 
HELEN BROWN'S WEST COAST COOK BOOK $3.50 4 


* One of the best regional cookbooks I have seen, and one that does not attempt 
to be an all round cookbook, but does offer regional variants for every phase of the 
dishes that go to make up a meal, from appetizers to desserts. There is a cosmopolitan 
flavor in the inclusion of dishes of foreign origin and inspiration,- Mexican, Spanish, 


Russian, Oriental. There's deliberate selection of dishes that are based on West Coast 
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products, and to some extent on local processes (barbecuing and charcoal grilling for 
example), but in the main the ingredients are obtainable in any good city market, thus 

making it a general cookbook. The order is alphabetical- (appetizers, aspics, bread, » 
eggs, entrees, first courses, fish, foreign cookery, fruits, game, herbs and spices, 

meats, nuts olives, pickles, poultry, salads, soups, vegetables )- which makes it prac- 

tical to use, but baffling until you realize the system. Some of the sections are 

simply editorial comments, a few hints, on the topical headings- which makes for good 

reading and leads one to explore further for application of ideas under other headings. 

I found a healthy number of recipes that I jotted down for future experiment. 


} 
February gy M“ 


Little, Brown 


Radin, Edward 
HEADLINE CRIMES OF THE YEAR $2.75 <— 

A contemporary crime file of not quite headline- but rather incidental inter- 
est, which revives and warms up a dozen or so cases of recent vintage. There is the 
Riviera second story man who made off with some $90,000 worth of jewelry at a house- 
party of celebrities; Sophie Anargeros, who left home at fifteen, and whose hitch-hiking 
holdups ended in murder; the psychotic ex-G.I. who killed a girl on a college campus; 
the German war bride, Randi, whose husband was murdered by a lover, and the Scandinez- 
vian Randi whose husband-to-be almost met the same fate; the plane crash in Quebec, 
caused by a wife-encumbered jeweller; meek Max Keller, whose death took three years to 
solve; etc. etc. There's nothing very notorious, or for that matter noteworthy, about 
any of these, and the handling which is matter of fact is also mediocre. 


February 1+ 2 S” 


| ao 
Williams, T. Harry (Li arth WO (7 Knopf «5 . -* 
LINCOLN AND HIS GENERALS $6.00 4 


A signal contribution to Lincolniana in a study of the development of Lincoln's 
military policy towards his generals, Fremont, Banks, Grant, Sherman, McClellan, Scott. 
This overlaps to some degree territory covered by Catton's recent Mr. Lincoln’s Army 
(1950- P. 744), though the focus there is on the Army of the Potomac- and here the range 
of appraisal is wider. A chronological survey, with accompanying comment on personali- 
ties and social problems, this might be viewed as a portrait of the creation and growth 
of the modern American command system. With Grant as central figure and Lincoln and 
Congress as architects, there came intensified liaison between the military and the pres- 
idency, increased strategic planning on a grand scale. In the perspective, Lee is por- 
trayed as the last of the great traditional fighters, his ultimate failure due in part 
to the over-taxing of his time which should have been used for strategic planning through 
the demands made on it by routine activities and traditional methods. Once again, McClellan 
emerges as a non-fighting general who stood for tactical and barren victories. The human 
side throughout is revealing. The technical handling of the military aspects is important 
in the light it throws on todey's parallels. Illustrated with photographs and maps. 





February 3 } | / Y 


Fosdick, Raymond B. Harper 
THE STORY OF THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION $4.50 


A straightforward record of the aims and achievements of the Rockefeller Founda- 


tion which was motivated and primarily planned by Frederick Gates who worked with Rocke- fa 
feller for forty years and developed the "principles of scientific giving". This traces 
the many areas of public interest in which the Foundation has been active; its first ten 

years in which medical education and public health were stressed, and the struggle to 

control hookworm, malaria, typhus and predominantly yellow fever; the extension of medical 
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education in the United States and abroad; the advancement of psychiatry, the natural 
sciences, and the social sciences where tangible progress has been made; the agricul- 
tural programs; the furthering of the humanities; the provision of tools of research 
and costly instruments; and the system of fellowship placement- "backing brains” the 
world over... A history of the Foundation which has been established as a public 
trust rather than a private philanthropy, which was set up "to prime the pump, never 
to act as a permanent reservoir", which in the fulfillment of its policies and prin- 
ciples serves as an object lesson and inspiration. Of less limited interest than 
Funds and Foundations by Flexner and Bailey (Harper, P. 669). 


February 13 


Kimbrough, Emily Harper 
THROUGH CHARLEY'S DOOR $3.00 


Among Miss Kimbrough's reminiscences (all the way from Our Hearts Were Young 
and Gayto The Innocents from Indiana) this is the special section devoted to her 
years at Marshall Field's, beginning in 1923, Realizing that Cornelia Otis Skinner's 
career in theater was not for her, harried by a mother who wanted her daughter to be 
independent, Emily took a fateful plunge (in a remarkable creation) for an interview 
for a job in the Advertising Bureau of the big department store. That her father's 
secretary got her the job, that she muffed and fumbled her early assignments all added 
up to a tremulous, tentative attempt to be friends with the Buyers, the salespeople 
and her own department. She added to her vocational vocabulary in humiliation and 
some humbleness; she learned about deadlines and getting Fashions of the Hour, @ Maga- 
zine for charge customers, into print; she snooped through management organization 
and merchandise, and geographical, social and class barriers; there were petty skirm- 
-ishes with the time clock, salary, fads and fashions; - and there was the discovery 
of all the ramifications that make up a big, important and energetic store. ‘She even 
made the grade with Marcella Hahner, of the Book Department, and was alerted as to 
the problems of poet and toilet, author and goatishness, along with having the 
worries of the fading of mah jong, moths in the fur display, monkeys with diapers 
and a magician seen with mirrors. The previous prescription, of the gawk under the 
would-be self assurance, is again palatable, and an assured audience, particularly 
in Chicago and at Marshall Field's, should give this a sweeping send-off. TIllustra- 
tions by Alice Harvey. 


_ February 14 


Scholes, Arthur Dutton 
FOURTEEN MEN $4.50 


In the speedy, jaunty language of a sportsman and explorer who thoroughly 
enjoys his occupation, Scholes has written the story of a research expedition to 
Heard Island in the Antarctic. Under the direction of the Australian National Ant- 
arctic Research Expedition, Scholes as radio operator and a group of fourteen others 
were sent to study cosmic rays, make auroral and magnetic observations, tidal re- 
cords, geological and glaciological surveys, as well as to map the island, hereto- 
fore surrounded only by not too reliable tales of its rather mysterious history 
— by the escapades of whalers in the last century. Scholes' account is high- 

ighted by the usual deeds. There is the slow, icy journey south, the establish- 
mt of Atlas Cove camp, hardships caused by cold, by the intermittent perversity 
pr their scientific instruments, the capturing of some penguins, the eventual re- 
turn home and the rewards of a job well done. Good reading for the armchair sci- 
entist-explorer. Good documentary evidenee for the man who's actually done it, 
though not stimulating enough to create any real new interest. Photographs and 
end maps. 
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Hawkes, Jacquetta Random House ‘ ro 
A LAND $4 00 3. 1 


Inevitably this will be defined as a book which does for the land what Rachel 
Carson did for the sea in7he Sea Around Vs. To some extent this is true, but funda- 
mentally it is an unsound premise. True, in that here again science (geology) is treated 
imaginatively and at times poetically. Unsound, in that A Landis specifically Britain, 
and this is the story of the millions of years that formed her land masses, and the ef- 
fect of the structural development and changes on her people once life came into being. 
It is a fascinating study, dramatic and vivid and informed. As one reads, one has a 
sense of the infinitesimal part man has played in the past reaches of time; of the march 
of natural forces, the slow development of seasonal differences, of color, of fixed 
(even now to a doubtful degree) character of the land, the hills and mountains and lakes, 
the interrelation of sea and land. There are digressions, such as the chapter on the 
feeling for stone, the part it has played in building,which takes one beyond the British 
Isles; but in the main, the focus is on the structure of Britain, the developing lines 
of human settlement. A more difficult book to read than the Carson one, and for those 
who know nothing at first hand of Britain, it has a sort of remoteness. But in its way 
it is a challenge and of absorbing interest. 


Levine, Lena MD & Doherty, Beka Random House 
THE MENOPAUSE $2 30 7 * 


A more serious approach than Miriam Lincoln's You'll Live Through It (Harper- 
1950, see report P. 292) but in content it adds up to the same. Old wives' tales are 
denied, misconceptions and assumptions (many of them accepted by the medical profession) 
are examined and dismissed. Recognition of the coincidence of the menopause and middle 
age as responsible for latent conditions, physical and emotional, coming to a head, ex- 
plains many of the so-called symptoms, while others are brought on by fears and anxieties, 
rooted in ignorance of the facts. The new approach assumes health as the norm; any symp- 
toms outside this should be handled early. A clarification of the facts concerning the 
interrelation of the organs of sex and reproduction, from puberty on; discussion of the 
ovarian hormones and their involvement with the pituitary glands; the explanation of the 
“symptoms of the menopause as due to a period of changing equilibrium, all should con- 
tribute to better understanding. One section of the book deals with illustrative case 
histories. 

Koten, Bernard Random House 

THE LOW CALORY COOK BOOK * $2.95 





A sound book for the housewife who takes the problem of calories seriously, 
who wants to maintain a palatable table while eliminating fattening foods. Not a diet 
book- the author insists, for he feels that the problem is one a doctor must handle. 
| But a cook book that will provide wide variety, tasty foods, substitutes for fats and 
sugars, and a modern approach to the seasoning of foods in compensation for the ele- 
ments forbidden on a reducing schedule. Not an easy program for family cooking, but 

with the wide range indicated, there should be plenty of choice in the process of taking 
off the pounds. Let's hope the finished book indicates some basic ranges of calory 
consumption, to parallel the average medical recommendations for people in different 
occupations and at different age levels. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 





88 McCord, David - THE CAMP AT LOCKJAW- from 12/6/51 to 4/2/52 (Doubleday) 

639 Bridge, A.- THE DARK MOMENT- price from $4.50 to $3.75 (Macmillan) 

65 + Chavehavadze, P.- MOUNTAINS OF ALLAH- price from $3.50 to $3.00 (Doubleday) 
665 Sampson, G.- THE KEY TO THE OTHER- price from $3.00 to $2.75 (Doubleday) 
667 Jonas, Carl- JEFFERSON SELLECK- date from 1/31 to 1/21 (Little, Brown) 

671 Preston, George H.- SHOULD I RETIRE?- date from 1/17 to 1/24 (Rinehart) 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR JANUARY 
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CONTEMPORARY 
















January 3- Bridge, Ann THE DARK MOMENT (Macmillan) January 
Literary Guild selection. $3.75 639 

January 7- Buechner, Frederick THE SEASON'S DIFFERENCE (Knopf) 3.50 6h2 
January 11- Pinckney, Josephine MY SON AND FOE (Viking) 3.00 664 
January 2l1- Jonas, Carl JEFFERSON SELLECK (Little, Brown) 

Book of the Month Club dual 

selection for February. ' 3.50: 667 
January 2l1- Remarque, Erich M. SPARK OF LIFE (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 3.75 663 
January 23- Cusack, Dymphna THE SUN IN MY HANDS (Morrow) 3.50 666 






January ??- Rosmond, Babette LUCY, OR THE DELAWARE DIALOGUES 
(Simon & Schuster) 











2.95 








PERIOD PIECES 










January 4- Haycox, Ernest THE EARTHBREAKERS (Little, Brown) 
January 14- Marshall, Rosamond JANE HADDEN (Prentice-Hall) 





THRILLERS 


























January 2- Ericson, Walter FALLEN ANGEL (Little, Brown) 2.50 648 
January 4- Dickson, Carter BEHIND THE CRIMSON BLIND (Morrow) 2.50 649 
January 7- Derby, Mark AFRAID IN THE DARK (Viking) 3.00 664 
January lh- Dodge, David TO CATCH A THIEF (Random House) 2.50 649 
January 16- Evans, Evan STRANGE COURAGE (Harper) 2.50 668 
January 17- Rinehart, Mary R. THE SWIMMING POOL (Rinehart) 3.00 713 


WOR = FIC TUON 


BIOGRAPHY 
U 
December 27- Andrews, Charles H. NO TIME FOR TEARS (Doubleday) 2.00 652 
January 7- Monaghan, Jay THE GREAT RASCAL (Little, Brown) 4.50 655 
January 14- De Mille, Agnes DANCE TO THE PIPER (Little,Brown-A.M.P.) 
February Literary Guild selection. 3.50 656 


January 17- Ileana, Princess of 
Romania I LIVE AGAIN (Rinehart) 4.00 692 
January 23- Browne & Tullett THE SCALPEL OF SCOTLAND YARD (Dutton) 5.00 672 


LETTERS 
January 4- Brooks, Van Wyck THE CONFIDENT YEARS (Dutton) 6.00 651 
January 18- Greene, Graham THE LOST CHILDHOOD (Viking) 3.50 694 
THE WAR 


THE PECULIAR WAR (Random House) 





January ll- 





